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The officers and board members of the Gombin
Society and their families wish you a good, healthy
and sweet New Year, 5769

L’Shanah Tovah Tikatevu

Photographs of Gombin from
the collection of Max Guyer
Max Guyer (Chaja) was my “uncle,” but I don’t actually know
exactly how we were related. From the time we all immigrated to
the U.S., he and his family- including his first wife Zelda (Teifeld),
then after her death, his second wife Genia (Zelda’s sister), and my
“cousins” Aida and Norma- lived in the flat bellow us on Hazelwood
and later on Leslie in Detroit. We were all Gombiners. (Cont. p 4)

Photo of the Teifeld sisters: Esther, Hania, Zelda, Genia, Sarah, taken in Gombin,
April 27, 1930.
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Max Guyer’s Photo Album of Gombin
When we lived together in Detroit in the
1950s, I was too young to recognize that
there was something different about a
family that named its two daughters,
Aida and Norma; what did we know
about opera! In that post-war period, our
discussion of Gombin was colored by
the tragedy of the Holocaust and by the
distressed young concentration camp
survivors who were arriving in the U.S.
from the European D.P. camps. The
background to the story was Gombin as
rural shtetl with its Jewish and Polish
peasants- the “Tevya story.”
But the collection of photos kept by Max
Guyer tells a much more complex and
nuanced story of Gombin in the interwar period, the 1920s and 30s. These
photos show us the wealthy and modern
Teifeld family, with five beautiful
daughters, of whom two perished in the
Holocaust. Look at the quality of the
posed photographs, taken at one of
several professional photographers in
Gombin- “Moderne” and “Z. Rudnick.”
This was not a peasant family.
In the Spring 2008 issue of B’nai
Gombin, we translated much of the
article from the Gombin Yizkor book
about the drama club. There were also
book clubs, political organizations,
several daily Yiddish newspapers and
sports teams. This set of photos shows
the “Maccabies” of Gombin in their
weight-lifting outfits. The young men
sit in front of a newspaper called the
“Folks Tseitung” (People’s Newspaper).
Did you ever think you would see a
photo of wealthy Jews from Gombin
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posing on their sailboat on one of the area’s
small lakes? What is your reaction to the
young couples posing with a hunter in leather
boots, toting a shot gun? What do you make of
the furs, jewelry, posh hats? These photos
reveal a sophisticated, modern, educated,
worldly side of Gombin. More than Tevya’s
shtetl.
It was exciting for me to visit Aida (Guyer)
Cutler, my childhood cousin and friend, and
go through the boxes of Max and Zelda’s
photographs. Melvin Guyer and his son Matt
Guyer were also there. There are hundreds of
photos in this treasure trove. Many have
notations on the back in either Yiddish or
Polish. Some indicate the date and the
photographer. Some, of course, are in very
bad shape.
Many Gombiner families still have boxes of
photographs from their parents and
grandparents. It is our duty to find these and
attempt to preserve and protect them from
further wear and aging. Ideally we would
have a group of Gombiners and friends
translate the Yiddish and Polish so that we
might know more about the lives of
Gombiners in this period. The time is rapidly
passing when we can hope to identify the
people in the photos- but again, we must try.
If any of the readers of this article are willing,
we should undertake a project to save the
photographic heritage of Gombin.
To discuss collections of Gombin
photos and to plan to preserve and
archive them, please contact Bernie
Guyer at 410-366-2760 or
bguyer@jhsph.edu

Annual Meeting of the Gombin Society
Sunday, October 5, 2008, 11am to 3 pm
Temple Beth-El Mekor Chayim
338 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, N.J. 07016
908-276-9231
Kosher brunch will be served.
Agenda to include:
-Election of officers
-Discussion of Gombin Society projects including the Synagogue memorial
-Update on the “Lilliput” film: Minna Packer
-Reports on recent trips to Gombin, including Sebastian’s wedding
-Suspected vandalism at the Gombin Jewish Cemetery
-Old Photographs of Gombin
-Meet other Gombiners
Attendance at the meeting is $10 per person to cover the cost of lunch and
overhead. The cost of the meeting is reduced to $5 for those who also pay
their 2008-09 Society dues ($60).

Please RSVP to Mindy Prosperi at 845-928-8211 or
mpropsperi@optimum.net
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Gombin Jewish Historical & Genealogical Society
Renew your membership: US member- $60______; International member- $36______;
Student member- $10________;
Special donations: ___________________________.
Special donation for synagogue project____; Lilliput film project_____.
Name (print) ___________________________________________________________
Mailing address _________________________________________________________
Email address: __________________________________________________________
Make check to: Gombin Society. Mail to 185 Skyline Drive, Highland Mills NY 10930

Page 5 – Issue #23 – September, 2008

PRESIDENT: To be elected; SECRETARY: Minna Packer; TREASURER: Mindy Prosperi
BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Phil Ball, Elliot Ballen, Dana Boll, Harold Boll, Arthur Gertzman,
Bernard Guyer, Soren Packer, Joe Richards, Jonathan Rigbi.
REPRESENTATIVE IN ISRAEL: Ada Holtzman; REPRESENTATIVE IN BRITAIN: Jeremy
Freedman; WEBMASTER: Noam Lupu
Mailing address: 185 Skyline Drive, Highland Mills NY 10930
Website URL: www.gombinsociety.org

185 Skyline Drive, Highland Mills NY 10930

